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Overview

• Problems
– Whiteness as DV, habitus  
– ‘Inclusion’ and the terms of power

• Solutions
– Self-determination, nation-building
– Power sharing
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‘The Aboriginal Problem’

• How one defines the problem is how you define the solution (Bacchi 2012)

• In improving health outcomes and poor access, is the problem:

– Aboriginal individual capacity and/or ‘compliance’?

– Or institutional barriers and the enabling environment? (Gerlach 2012)

– Or both?
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A Model of Applied Cultural Safety in Australia
© Gregory Phillips 2015

‘Indigenous Knowledge’ is about Intellectual Property - and 
depends on PLACE, context, history, social phenomena, languages, customs, 
cultures, spiritualities and religions

Aboriginal 
health

‘the business’

Cultural 
safety

‘levelling the 
playing field’
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In Australia...

• Whiteness is not a skin colour...
– it’s a mindset (’habitus’ of power & privilege) 

(Hartmann 2009; Bordieu 2004) 

• Blackness is not a skin colour...
– it’s living cultures and spirit
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An 
ethnography 

of 
whiteness
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Equality vs Equity
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Currently in Australia...

• We do inclusion or equality, not equity or social justice

• We do reconciliation or constitutional recognition, not treaty

• We do charity and benevolence, not social justice
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Solutions 1 – Recovery from Genocide

• Walk away – say no

• Heal the violence

• T&R - Admit and atone

• Withdraw and Rebuild

• Re-establish our own terms of power  - Aboriginal Terms of 
Reference (Aunty Lilla Watson)
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Solutions 2 – Peace-Making

• Negotiate strategy

• Agreement

• Constitutional recognition 

• 7th state

• Treaty 

• Republic
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Conclusion

• Current terms of power – whiteness and inclusion – is shit

• We have to say no

• We have to renew our Terms of Reference

• Then we negotiate on equal terms

• We must co-own the Republic
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